No. 8 Technical Bulletin

This paper has been prepared to illustrate the steps involved in ensuring that “Hazardous Products” are transported

in accordance with the national and international transport regulations.

It is the responsibility of the shipper to ensure that all aspects of these regulations are met.

The use of UN certified packagings, where required, is now mandatory in the UK for both home trade and export

shipments.

1. It a product is suspected of being "dangerous fortransport™ it should be classified according to the
appropriate transport regulations — either in-house orby a suitable laboratory (e.g. the Dangerous
Goods Advisory Service, DAGAS, ofthe Laboratory of the Government Chemist, Tel No: 020 8943
7622; email: imp@lge.co.uk).

2. The classification will show what type of hazard the matenal presents (lammable, cormosive eic.) -
there are 9 classes. Within these classes the degree of hazard is defined in temms of a packing
group (I TorII). (Packaging group I denctes the most hazardous products). A UM number
identifying the product will also be given.

3. [t the product 1s "non hazardous™ then no futher action need to be taken except to take the normal
precautions of packaging/transporting in a "suitable manner”.

[ 4. If the product 1s dangerous there are four ways to proceed.

4.1 Change the 4.2 Some 4.3 The imted 4.4 f4.1tod.3do

fomulation of the products do not have guantities sections of not apply then fomal

product to make it to be transported in the requlations may UM cerification is
non-hazardous and LIN certified apply in which case the necessary by a UKAS
hence more packagings (check packs must be “‘capable accredited laboratory.

acceptable for regulations). of"withstanding a

transport. reduced level of testing.
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4.3.1 These testscan
be carried out by a
competent (non UKAS)
laboratory. Their
informal report wil
serve as proofthat the
packs meet the
performance
requirements.

441 Requirements in
respect of packaqings,
(outer and inner) can be
discussed with a suitable
supplieritest house.
These should comply
with the relevant
transport regulations for
the product in terms of
type (material) and
volumefeeight of each
inner and gross weight of
the pack.
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A 47 Tnly URATS accredied tesl houses suthorsed to st comugatedi=old fibreboard packagng can ba
used to camy out the spacified pefomiance &sts on these package types. They will requirz
packaging specifications plus datsils of the product classification, pack type and transporation
method. Some of this information will b2 usad by the tast house to chack that the packis suilable
for shipment by the method(s) to be employed. Sufficient packsging to provide 8 filled packs will be
nesded for test purposes. The hazardous matenal itsef will not nomally be required as & suiable
non-hazardous altemative will be used. The client may be asked to assist in sourcing the Btter.

¥

A3 T anumberofsimilar packs ar To be cerdfied, VLA Dangerous Goods ofice may b2 8bE D provde
8 saladive testing option to reduce the ovemll worklosd and costs, by testing represantativa

samples.

444 The st hou= will camy out the appropnate tests in accordance with the VA Dlangerous Goods
office Opemtional Instructions as follows:-

DROP TESTS H * Combination

STACKIMG TESTS H Packs and composizs

AlR PRES5URE TESTS } Composite
LEAK PROOFMESS TESTS } Packs for liquids

In the event of a failure the cliznt will b2 notified both varbally and inwnting and a satisfactony
course of action agreed.

* Some packs containing plastic inners may require pre-conditioning at Minus 18°C -18%C).

¥

[ .45 On ssfisfaciry complefion of the tests, a repord will be preparad by the testhouse.

¢

445 When the mpor s approved by the client a copy 5 s2ni D VA Langenus oods office for formal
approval. When the latler is given, a DRAFT CERTIFICATE (without a UN cart. number) is issusd
and when this is signed by the client and retumed to WCA fogether with their Bes, a final cerificate
showing the full UN cedificate number is issusd.

@ 4 G0N 26/5/=/GE/D090

[** to be replaced by the last 2 digits of the yearof manufecture ofthe cass)

A AT The laferwillba n the form:-

And rmust be printed on the outside of the cass togsther with the otherappropriste labeling and hazard
marks. Both the report and the cerificate must be retsined as pmoof that the packs comply with the

UM requirements.

448 Finally the test stebion will issue an invowe for testng/report tees. All UM cerhicates neur annual
charges from VCA
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Additional Notes
1)  Approval as a Supplier

It has been brought to the attention of this Association
by VCA Dangerous Goods office, the UK Certifying Body
for the packaging of dangerous goods that companies
are being asked to replicate boxes with the UN mark,
although they are not registered certificate holders.

You are therefore advised that unless you are already
an approved supplier for a certified box, you cannot
supply UN marked packages, even at the request of a
certificate holder, until they have been approved by
VCA Dangerous Goods office on behalf of the DFT.

Before preparing box/board samples for approval, you
should ensure that you are working at the request of a
certificate holder (ask to see a copy of the certificate)
as only certificate holder’s requests will be actioned by
VCA Dangerous Goods office.

Further advice on certification may be obtained from
VCA.

2) Amendments to Board Grades

A UN certificate and test report refer to packaging and
hence board grades must not be altered in any way
without consulting PIRA.

In September 1995, an agreement was reached
between the then BFPA (now CPI) and PIRA that re-
testing a corrugated grade which differed from that
originally certified was not required providing the
following conditions were met:-

The alternative board grade must have a combined
grammage within -5 to +10% of that of the original
grade.

Individual papers must be within 10% of the original
grammages subject to the outer and inner liners being

in the original material type.

Burst and edge crush must be equal to or greater than
the original specification.

Any permanent changes to the board specification
must be agreed with PIRA in advance.

Guidance on Obtaining Approval for Packaging
used for the Transport of Dangerous Goods

Technical Bulletin

3) Re-validations

Every certificate is issued with a 5 year life and
the certificate holder will be notified by VCA when
their certificate is up for renewal. This will require the
certificate holder to submit a sample of the pack (inners
and outers) to an approved test house for verification.
Once all the components have been checked the report
will be submitted to VCA then to the certificate holder.

4) Abbreviations / Contact Points

DFT
Department for Transport

Dangerous Goods Division, 76 Marsham Street, London
SW1P 4DR

The Department is the UK Competent Authority for the
Transport of Dangerous Goods.

See Dangerous Goods Guidance note No.2, which
contains the “Arrangements” for the scheme for the
Packaging of Dangerous Goods, (occasionally updated -
current as of November 2007).

VCA

VCA Dangerous Goods office, Cleeve Road,
Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 7NF

VCA is the UK’s Certifying Authority.

Contact; Mr. Keith White, 01372 226113; e-mail keith.
white@vca.gov.uk

UKAS

United Kingdom Accreditation Service
21 - 47 High Street, Feltham, TW13 4UN

This is the body that provides accreditation for
authorised test stations

UN

United Nations

The UN Committee of Experts on the Transport of
Dangerous Goods publishes Recommendations
addressed to governments and international
organisations.

Current issue (December 2005); “Transport of

Dangerous Goods” Model Regulations (Fourteenth
Edition, adopted August 2007.
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